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AM^™T>MEN TS to the CLAIMS; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 

application: 

Claims 1-14 (Canceled.) 

Claim 15 (CurrenUy Amended). A method for detecting and/or quantifying a 
nucleic acid coding for submandibular/submaxiUary rat 1 protein (SMRl) comprising: 
a) contacting a DNA or RNA molecule with a nucleotide probe 
having the nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID NO; 7 under 
jUiner'nT r^nmH i fmnQ flUftwifi g in a hybridization solution 

0.^ M sodium phosphate. nH 7.2. 
1% sodium dodecvlsulfate^ 
IjiiM FDTA. 

1 % bovine serum albumin, and 

?^nni< ^t^d salmon sperm DNAi 100 mg/mL 
at 65% for 16 to 20 h sn as to allow said probe to hybridize with the target 
DNA or RNA molecule; and 



PAGE 13/31 ' RCVD AT 12117/2003 7:06:34 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 ' DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:7038362021 ' DURATION (mm'SS):07-04 



DEC-17-2003 18=47 



BDSM 



7038362021 P . 14/31 



Attorney's Docket No. 0Q49QQ-169 
Application No. 09/386.850 
Page 5 



b) detecting the hybrid formed between the DNA or RN A 
molecule and said nucleotide probe. 



Claim 16 (Currently Amended), A method according to claim 15 for detecting 
and/or qualifying mRNA coding for SMRl polypeptide consisting essentially of: 

a) preparing mRNAs containing poly (A) sequence from the sub- 
maxillary gland of a rat; 

b) subjecting said RNAs prepared in step a) to an electrophoresis 
in a gel; 

c) transferring said RNAs to a wyi&A mtrocellulose membrane; 

d) contacting said membrane with a nucleotide probe having the 
nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID NO: 7 under stringent 
conditions allowing said probe to hybridize to the target 
RNA; 

e) detecting the hybrid formed between the RNA and the 
nucleotide probe; and 

f) optionally quantifymg the number of hybrid molecules as 
formed. 

i Claim 17 (Canceled.) 
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